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On the 15 Dee 41 about 500 JAPS landed at K BEIAIT and SERTA.
Some 4 or 5 days later, a force of about 1000 passed through
presulably on their way to BRUNEI - IABUAN ete. For about a
fortnight there was constant troop movements, destination znd
strength unknown,

The landing party cut off wires [t.alag»hon.}, rounded up Mr
TURNER (Assist Resident) and Mr FLEMICH (?) (Forest officer),

broke open the locked Company houses, and generally damaged or
destroyed furniture and h]m themselves freely with provisions etec
stored in the warehouses. y did not molest womenfoll except in
ona or two isodated instances. WNo hardships worth mentioning

vere inflicted on the eivilians at the outset.

2. SUBSEQUEST CONTROL OF3~
(a) MILITARY: In the middle part of 1942 all the oceupational

forces were withdrawn and replaced by a Contingent of 200 soldiers
of the KAMI MURA TAI. By way of explamation KAMI MURA TAI means
“The Group or party under the control of direction of the indfvidual
namad KAMI MURA", In the latter part of 1944, the strength was
reduced to about 100 men.

b) g%; The administration of civil affairs was carried ‘b_{
one or JAP offrs, assisted by the local staff, Prolicing wo
was done by the Malay rolice, with a JAP Police offr in eharge.

(e) During the first year or so of their occupation the
JAPS hrge quantities of rice, and rationed it to all the
inhabitants - the Company emplouyees g-{t:l.nz a larger share than

others. Wwhen shipping position became acute i.e. from Cet 1944
rice issues were made only to 0ilfield employees the cthars being
asked to grow their own food.

e They emnm&:ht?mmsgh,\mh and meat mpplul;
from very begifniag res only a very scanty supp
was left fnrwth. needs of the local populaticn. The entire
population was forced to grow Tapioca and Sweet Potatoes,

(a) % The total abount of oil lifted during occupation was
a

kept tary Secroet and information on this score must of a
necessity be a guess. In the middle part of 1944 th:i.punpadtu
L?mw'fs' t 4/5000 tons a day, declining to nil in firet quarter
[+] -

(e) 3 As far as our information goes no rubber was exported
£fr ared.

(£) 3 Japs enc d cultivation of paddy by

allo cultivators subsid them with money and forced

eivilians to grow vegetablas, sweet potatoes ioca atec ete.
thereby making them to a nr%aln extent ult:nurg‘!.cimt. ¢

(z}' AGANDA s Took the farm of Flag March, % lectures
by cm:uhh_ posters announcing so ulmm@vuigmul. The
presentation of 1 5alt to each emp e 16 celabrate the great
Naval Victory at TAIWAN gives some indication of the form their

propaganda took.
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(h) 3 Only JAP language was allowed to be t in
aeho s Chinese or English)., Children were t to
8ing JAPANESSE songs, All men were asked to learn JAPANESE language.
Night schools were oOpened in K BELATT and SERIA for this purpose
but attendance was very poor.

(1) ] All shipping activities were confinad to WIRT -
LUTONG area, Ships called regularly and on certain occasions in
large numbers n;t.hlmrlf} 43 During 1944 shipping service
dropped considerably and ing 1945 it ceased to exist.

(3) P¥'S AND CIVIL: (Military, Suropean and Indian)

About 200 INDIANW PWs were brought from EKUCHING
in March 42 and used as a labour ¢ « Ag a reault of very inhuman
treatment many died of starvation others succumbaed to Beri-peri
and other diseases. o clothing was provided, they had perforce to
wear gunny sacks and bags. For no reason they were thrashed snd -
kicked during working hours. All the offrs the INDIAN P¥s were
locked up in gaol in April 1945 and right up to end of May were taken
daily to WpP's Cffice morning and evening for thrashing. The Chief
Cfficer died after 3 or 4 days after his release from jail. Rest of
the offrs were taken along with AUSTRALIAN internees. 30 of the able-
bodied PWs were taken t0 IABI a month before the Australian landing.
Reat of PWs were murdered on or about 14 Jun 45 a few howaver managed
to escape. A few P¥s iu:und the Local Defence force. They escaped
on 10th Jun when the oil wells were set on fire

sis

(k) 2 NSt The sssistant Hesident Mr TURNER and Forest Officer
o Fﬂ?ﬂﬂ taken prisoner on the daytthe JAPS landsd. They were

to w in beavy rain in thedir pygamag - later they
were locked up in a club kitchen guarters. Subsequently they were sent
t0 MIRI enroute to KUTCHING.

One Docter Clerk, an AUSTRALIAN was brought from
BUFFORD and worked for a feow months inxmnuuﬂ Hospital. Then
he was taken to KUCHING.

Dur 1945 about 40 AUSTRALIAN internees were
brought and kept across BETAIT diver. 35ix or seven of them died
in K BEIAIT through natural causes it is beleived. They were
subsequently taken away (during first week of Jun 1945) together with
the INDIAN FWs offrs - destination unknown.

mt Two civilians (Indian dresser named 3AIWAI SINGH
wakchman named TARA SINGH) were murdered along with the other
Indian PWs« Two Indians and one Chinese named BELWAUT SINGHZ GAKAL STHGH
and CHONG FAH respectively were taken away by WPs.

The JAPS were looking for more local victims before

they retreated to the intariar but as the majority of them hid
themselves they could not find many of them.

(m) composed of imported JAP and TATWAY (ro

1 Mainly _
20) « ©14 ladies (former residents) ran a
in K BEIAIT with half a dozen Chinese and Dusun prostitutes., A few
DYAK rrostitutes were imported from 3TRU.

OUR All oilfield company
- D the outbreak of the war ware

A few hundred JAVANESE labourers were recruited from
JAVA for oilfield work. No labourers were exported to other countries.

(o) : The atrocities committed by the JA™S were many to
enumer: tail.



picked

If one accidently failed to salute a JAP he was generously
slapped

If one was suspected of sympathies he was brought -
*ﬂ‘! the MPs and tortured. degree methods were used to
extraet information respacting other gympathisers.

If one interested oneself in the progress of the war or
showsd any undue interest in JAP war news he was suspected and his
movements were closely watched and he ere long himself locked
up in the MPe office where he underwent untold tortures.

If one aceidentally picked up a leaflet dropped by ill:lﬂ
planes severest punishment was meted out not to the person who
it up but alse to those who were unfortunately the neighbourhood

The JAPS often forcibly took fromlocal pacple gramaphones,
ramdlhmtnhl. furniture ete., without any compensation. Duri

the earlier part of this year started confiscating plgs, fow
vegetables, paddy etc.; from thtrinhﬂbitam. s "

If a vindictive person made a false report against another
individual the WPs T on his words alone torture the accused with
out questioning or trial.

The MPs were generally beastly crowdl and any one who had the
migfortune to fall into their hands underwent severest torture the
like of which beard of in Gestapo infested Countries of Burope.
Their treatment war prigsoners was extremely cruel and their
behaviocur throughout the period of ocecupation was terribly brutal.



